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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) Regarding SARS-CoV-2 Variant Strains                 

 

 

What do we need to understand about new SARS-CoV-2 variants?  

A: Viruses constantly change through mutation, and new variants of a virus are expected to occur over 

time. Multiple variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 have been documented in the United States 

and globally during this pandemic. It is important to understand that most variants do not change how 

the virus behaves and many disappear. Variants also can and do emerge anywhere anytime in the world 

independently of specific travel or importation into a given country or region.  

How many SARS-CoV-2 variant cases have been identified in Florida? 

A: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has made available a tracking tool for SARS-

CoV-2 variant cases identified in the United States. Information can be found at 

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html. 

Are there any special infection control precautions for the SARS-CoV-2 variant strains? 

A: CDC emphasizes the importance of key public health interventions such as following general 

principles for mask use (e.g., cover the nose and mouth, tight fit against the sides of the face without 

gaps, and handled only by the ear loops, cords, or straps), staying at least 6 feet apart from others, 

avoiding crowds, ventilating indoor spaces, and washing hands frequently. These are our best tools for 

preventing the spread of this virus, no matter the strain. Currently, there are no changes to infection 

control precautions specific to the variant strains.   

What additional request is needed for testing of the SARS-CoV-2 variant strains? 

The Bureau of Public Health Laboratories has been sequencing a subset of specimens since the 

beginning of the pandemic. If you identify a case and believe it could warrant use of sequencing, please 

consult with your county health department. Such situations include but are not limited to 1) potential 

reinfections 2) vaccine breakthroughs 3) travel to areas of concern (United Kingdom, South Africa and 

Brazil) or 4) select outbreaks.  Please keep in mind that turnaround time on sequencing can be anywhere 

from 10-14 days so this is strictly for surveillance purposes. Also, as a reminder, there is no change to 

isolation recommendations, quarantine, or treatment due to the variant. 

Is the vaccine effective for the current SARS-CoV-2 variant strains? 

A: As of February 2021, based on studies1-3 with other viruses containing similar mutations, experts 

believe that immunity to this virus from either natural infection or from vaccination will be effective 

against the variant strains. Studies are pending to assess whether the immune response to infection 

with other variants or current vaccines will work as effectively with these strains. Experts anticipate little 

or no impact from the vaccines currently used in the United States, although testing to confirm this is 

still pending.   

 

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html
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Do the new variants result in more severe disease? 

A: Public health experts are working to better understand the potential impact of the new variants, 

including how they spread and how they affect people who are infected with them. Currently, there is 

no evidence that infections by these variants cause more severe disease. However, if the variants have a 

higher rate of transmission, this would lead to more cases, which would increase the number of people 

overall who need clinical care.  

Do these new variants spread more easily? 

A: We are early in our efforts to understand the new variants. What we know is based on the evidence 

we have now and may change as new data emerge. Based on analysis of these variants’ genomes and 

the tracking of cases associated with them, the variant may spread more easily and quickly than 

previous strains. This could increase the overall spread of SARS-CoV-2. To prevent the current and future 

emergence of variants in the first place, key public health interventions are critical including wearing a 

mask, staying at least 6 feet apart from others, avoiding crowds, ventilating indoor spaces, and washing 

hands frequently. These are our best tools for preventing the spread of this virus, no matter the strain.  

Are common tests for SARS-CoV-2 effective at identifying people infected with the different variant 

strains?  

A: We expect that all currently available diagnostic tests should detect the current variant strains of 

SARS-CoV-2. CDC and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) are evaluating test performance against 

these variants. That said, the FDA has provided recommendations to address possible false negative 

results for clinical laboratory staff and health care providers who use molecular tests for the detection of 

SARS-CoV-2 (See https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/genetic-variants-

sars-cov-2-may-lead-false-negative-results-molecular-tests-detection-sars-cov-2 ). Currently available 

tests should be able to detect the SARS-CoV-2 virus; however, they will not be able to determine which 

specific variant of SARS-CoV-2 a person has.  

Do the new variants respond to monoclonal antibody treatment?  

A: Monoclonal antibodies remain effective against the new SARS-CoV-2 variant called B.1.1.7 (currently 

circulating in Florida). However, some mutations may cause changes in the viral spike protein that could 

interfere with the effectiveness of currently available monoclonal antibodies. (See 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776307).  
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New COVID-19 Variants: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/science-and-research/scientific-
brief-emerging-variants.html  
 
Interim: Implications of the Emerging SARS-CoV-2 Variant COV 202012/01: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-emerging-variant.html  
 
Moderna Press Release:  https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-

details/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-retains-neutralizing-activity-against.  

Pfizer Press Release: https://investors.pfizer.com/investor-news/press-release-details/2021/In-Vitro-

Studies-Demonstrate-Pfizer-and-BioNTech-COVID-19-Vaccine-Elicits-Antibodies-that-Neutralize-SARS-

CoV-2-with-Key-Mutations-Present-in-U.K.-and-South-African-Variants/default.aspx . 

https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2021-01-28/virus-variant-from-south-africa-

detected-in-us-for-1st-time 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/health/coronavirus-variant-tracker.html 

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/genetic-variants-sars-cov-2-may-

lead-false-negative-results-molecular-tests-detection-sars-cov-2 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2776307 
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