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11-13-18 System Support Committee Minutes 

 

Participating:  Ronda Cerulli, Lynne Drawdy, Adriana Patel, Steve Parris, Michele Rud 

 

Old Business:  Adriana stated that we have focused on regional data.  She looked at the data on the website which 

reinforced what the trauma centers submitted as the top five injury mechanisms.  Falls and motor vehicle are the most 

common.  Pediatric injuries and gun shot wound are also on the list.  Lynne advised that Dr. Pappas has requested data 

from DOH; she will share that request with the committee (see below). 

 

Adriana suggested focusing on one injury mechanism and stated that falls are the most common for both adults and 

pediatrics.  Ronda stated that she will break down by county the motor vehicle accidents.   Safe Kids identified age 20 to 

24 as the highest rate of motor vehicle accidents.  Adriana stated that they also have a focus on teen drivers.   Michele 

stated that with 21% of the population being geriatric, falls is the most common mechanism.  She suggested reaching 

out to find education on balance for this population. 

 

The group agreed that while it is important to continue all the activities by individual organizations, we also want how 

we can work together on a larger scale.  For example, as a region we could look at both falls and motor vehicle accidents 

and identify what the trauma centers are already doing, including activities and partnerships, and then seek consensus 

on how we can as a regional support each other, provide resources, an partner with national association like National 

Council on Aging for falls.   Adriana stated that she has reached out to the injury prevention coordinator in Georgia to 

see how their regions approach this. 

 

The group thanked the Safe Kids representatives for joining the committee, and agreed to highlight all the Safe Kids 

Coalitions’ activities across the region and ensure that they are supported by the trauma centers. 

 

Rhonda stated that in her county they are moving forward with a Safety Village; they have the land and rendering.  She 

stated that they have stopped emphasizing only children and are working on reducing elderly falls through indoor 

aerobics.  She stated that they have a drowning prevention campaign and have put out a call to action to engage local 

realtors and pool companies to require anyone renting a home with a pool or water nearby to take the course.  They are 

also asking pool companies to offer this to anyone putting in a pool.  They are airing PSAs that tells parents if a child is 

missing to check nearby water fist.  She stated that thy contacted realtors through the Board of Realtors and have 

encountered no barriers.  She stated that they are in the planning stage for a symposium to provide education on both 

pools and ocean access.  They are looking for a sponsor and will invite all attendees including insurance agents who 

provide liability insurance.  

 

Adriana stated that she will touch base with her Safe Kids Coalition to see if they are doing anything like this.  She stated 

that they do have a child passenger safety course placed the last week in February. 

Steve stated that the Flagler/Volusia coalition is also engaged in water safety.  Every year they provide swim scholarships 

to low income families for swimming lessons and just finished these in September.   He stated that they also have a 

Buckle Up program and have partnered with Grayco to provide 84 car seats.   They are also planning technician training 

class in January. 

 

Adriana asked if any are focusing on fall prevention for infants/toddlers.  Ronda stated that St. Lucie has a safe baby 

express course that covers falls, focused on teaching pregnant teens and others safety for infants and toddlers.  She 

stated that they completed a playground study a few years ago which showed that even though the children had kids 

supervised, parents are often distracted by electronics.  They put up signs such as “heads up/phones down, play with 
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your children” to encourage parents to pay attention to kids on playground.   She stated that they have not had a lot of 

success in engaging with schools, even though data shows there are a lot of falls during recess. 

 

Arnold Palmer Hospital is looking at preschool and day car playground safety, partnering with the Early Learning 

Coalition in Orange County, comprised of 800 providers.  Ronda stated that Martin/St. Lucie does have an ELC.    Adriana 

stated they also did a presentation for new parents re falls. She stated that they have also found it difficult to get into 

the schools.  She stated Orange County has child passenger technician training in early December, and have several 

checkpoints coming up.  The Children’s Safety Village is also doing a Santa Village toy drive with educational booths for 

families and children.  South Orlando has an event planned with child education safety planned with 3,000 to 4,000 

families.  Thy are also piloting a falls program. 

 

Next call:  The group agreed to focus on other community partners working on falls or motor vehicle accidents.  Adriana 

stated that she will continue to reach out to other states to see how they are working. 
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Data Request Letter to DOH 
 
 

 
 

 

September 18, 2019 

To the Florida Department of Health: 

The Regional Domestic Security Task Force (RDSTF) Region Five Trauma Advisory Board is a 

partnership of Trauma System stakeholders in the nine of counties of RDSTF Region Five. 

Constituent stakeholders include trauma centers, acute care hospitals, EMS agencies, county public 

health departments, extended care facilities and municipal and county government.   

 

The RDSTF Region Five Trauma Advisory Board was established under the auspices of the Central 

Florida Disaster Medical Coalition with the active support of the Florida Department of Health.  The 

Board seeks to enhance and foster coordination and cooperation among Trauma system 

stakeholders for initiatives including RDSTF Trauma Agency development, disaster preparedness 

and injury prevention.   
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The RDSTF Five Trauma Advisory Board seeks to establish an ongoing collaboration with the Florida 

Department of Health for analysis and dissemination of aggregate de-identified data from the Florida 

Trauma Registry for the Trauma Service Areas comprising RDSTF Region Five.  This would allow the 

Trauma Advisory Board to provide its constituent trauma system stakeholders with timely region-wide 

data in order to further develop the Region Five system for trauma care. 

In this context, the Executive Committee of the Region Five Trauma Advisory Board voted 

unanimously at their meeting of June 8th, 2018 to request aggregate de-identified data from the 

Florida Trauma Registry for the most recent 36 month period for the Trauma Service Areas 

comprising RDSTF Region Five.  This data will be used to advance region-wide injury prevention 

initiatives. 

 

Specifically, the RDSTF-5 Trauma Advisory Board requests the following data: 

• Pediatric intentional self-inflicted trauma with mortality and ISS scores 

• Pediatric bicycle related trauma with mortality and ISS scores 

• Pediatric Motorcycle/Moped related trauma with mortality and ISS scores 

• Adult Motorcycle/Moped related trauma with mortality and ISS scores 

• Geriatric fall related trauma with mortality and ISS scores 
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Thank you for your consideration of our request.  We look forward to continued collaboration with the 

Florida Department of Health for the benefit of our State Trauma System and the people of Florida. 

 

/s/Peter A Pappas MD FACS 

Executive Director RDSTF-5 Trauma Advisory Board 

On behalf of the Executive Committee RDSTF-5 Trauma Advisory Board 

 
 


